NJCEA General Membership Meeting

November 1, 2006

Minutes

The meeting was brought to order by Victoria Vavricka at 2:35 pm.  Members present were:  Diane Bergeron, Joseph Branosky, Kathy Breaux, Kim Carfolite, Jackqueline Carter, Grace Cunha, Bonnie Durante, Frank Eichmann, JoAnne Gius, Geralyn Goodwin, Rosemary Grabitz, Marvin Hamilton, John Hillard, Christina Hoffman, Dr. Siobhan Kelly, Jean Korte, Loraine Lord-Morgan, Susan Maroon, Frank Morelli, Joseph  Mozelewski, Diane Muller, Rod Pierce, Al Pustizzi, Lou Romanet, Roger Roslowski, Joseph Walker, Diane Whiteway, Cheryl Bishop, Helen Morris, Joe McGinty, Lisa Stellaccio, Peggy, Arnett, Lisa Phillips, Karen McCann, Pat Chiaro, Grace McCloskey, Sue McCarthey, Ellen Karch, George Zitzler, Elaine Hall, Richard Smith, Bob LaGrutta and Dennis Armento.

Welcome:

Victoria Vavricka introduced Ms. Beverly Hutton, Vice Principal, BCIT and Mr. Daniel Money, Principal, BCIT, our host for the day.  Victoria presented both with honorary membership certificates for one year.

Victoria gave special mention to all of our Executive Board members—Carolyn Reynolds and Carolyn Rolewicz were unable to be with us today.

Secretary’s Report:

Bob LaGrutta made a motion, seconded by Joe Walker, that the General Membership Minutes for May 2006 be approved and placed on the web site.  Approved.
Treasurer’s Report:
The new balance was reported to now be $4,968.55.  Dr. Siobhan Kelly made a motion to approve and file the Treasurer’s report.  Marvin Hamilton seconded the motion.  Approved and filed.

Membership Report:

Dr. Siobhan Kelly thanked everyone who was in attendance.  Our membership has increased from 44 to 60 members at this time.  We had an additional 16 members today.  She reminded everyone that for each person we refer, we will get a $5.00 reduction in our own membership fee for next year.

Scholarship Update:
Bonnie Durante asked members to give her any additional schools with a contact name who may be possibilities for offering scholarships.  Another mailing will be going out shortly.

Coordinator of the Year Report:

Kathy Breaux handed out a data sheet to make everyone aware of this award and the qualifications necessary.

NJBTEA Report:

Kathy Breaux gave out the list of officers for NJBTEA and its calendar of events.  She stated that they will be having a hospitality room at the NJEA Convention. It will be in the Sheraton Hotel across from the Convention Center in the Ocean Pier Room.  It will be from 9:00am until 4:00pm.

Their Spring Conference will be on May 10, 2007—site to be announced.  Their website is www.njbtea.org
Historian’s Report:

Joe Walker had nothing new to report.

Website Report:

Lou Romanet said his former student (now in college) was trying to make the website more user friendly.  He is now looking for any help he can get to further design the website.

VEANJ Report:

John Hillard gave out VEANJ’s Executive Committee meeting dates.  He reminded us that it is an “umbrella” organization and also gave out membership forms.  Kathy Breaux is membership chairperson.

New Business:
Frank Eichmann referred us to the High School Summit website which is 
www.highschoolsummit.org.  He strongly suggested that we take a look at this regarding the new graduation requirements that the State is looking at.

Victoria reminded us of the speakers that we are sponsoring at the NJEA Convention which are:

Thursday, November 9th

“Today’s Student & Their Credit Rating”

Noon to 2pm

Room 307



Speaker:  Joe Grabowski

Friday, November 10th
“Entrepreneurship—Exposing Kids to the World of Work”

Noon to 2pm

Room 408
Speaker:  Catherine Malone, Jr. Achievement

Victoria distributed a flyer announcing a fundraiser for Linda Keebler, Omega 
Institute’s High School Representative, who is battling breast cancer.  If you 

cannot attend, donations would be appreciated.

Lou Romanet reminded members that the membership includes one “Outstanding 

Co-Op Student” plaque each year.  (Additional ones are available at a $10 fee)

Presentation:

Victoria introduced Mr. Al Lundgren from the NJ Department of Labor.  His title is Compliance Assistance Specialist. He handles Public Employees at the NJ DOL. The presentation was “Safe Review of the Worksite”.  There were several NIOSH handouts, booklets and brochures including a Worksite Inspection Check List, which was reviewed and emphasized.  The Workplace Safety Review booklet was reviewed to include guidelines on questions to ask employers, hazard observations (things to look for), Safety and Health Programs in place, personal protection equipment provided and used, etal.
Al distributed an informative booklet, entitled: “Promoting Safe Work for Young Workers”.

He gave us a few information websites, namely:  www.osha.gov/reenworkers/index  and www.nj.gov/labor/mainpages/legal.  His contact phone number is 732-761-3636.  Mr. Lundgren told us he does presentations to the students.  He also said to stop by his booth at the NJEA convention.

Victoria presented Mr. Lundgren with an honorary membership for one year and a speaker certificate of appreciation.

Next Membership Meeting:

The next membership meeting will be on January 24, 2007  --  Location to be announced.

Frank Eichmann made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 2:55pm.  Karen McCann seconded it.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rosemary Grabitz

Rosemary Grabitz

Recording Secretary
